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Dear Federal Way Public Schools 
Parents, Guardians and Community,

We recently wrapped up another 
successful school year by celebrating 
with our graduates, and I want to 
recognize the truly extraordinary 
scholars that make up the Class of 2019. 
They worked hard, and they achieved 
their goals. Collectively, they’ve earned 
$17,420,000 in scholarships. Nine out 
of 10 scholars plan on attending a 
post-secondary training or certificate 
program after high school, including 
apprenticeships, technical, and two- 
and four-year colleges or universities 
and the military. Two hundred and 
thirty-one of these scholars were the 
first in their family to graduate from 
high school, and 400 will be the first in 
their family to attend college.

These are amazing accomplishments, 
and I look forward to seeing what 
comes next as the members of the Class 
of 2019 march boldly towards their 
futures.  

As we enter the summer months, the 
learning doesn’t have to end. Scholars 
can keep their reading skills sharp 
and prepare for next school year by 
reading for 30 minutes a day. Some 
FWPS students will be attending 
a wide variety of summer learning 
opportunities focused on STEM/
STEAM, the arts, reading, kindergarten 
readiness, and more.  Please visit www.
fwps.org for more information. 

I also want to thank our parents, 
guardians and community for your 
continued support. We know schools 
can’t do it alone, and we appreciate 
your partnership to ensure every 
scholar achieves at high levels and that 
school is a safe, productive learning 
environment.

In Partnership, 

A NOTE FROM  
DR. TAMMY C AMPBELL, 

SUPERINTENDENT

VISIT THE FRED BUS 
Fred—it’s a big, green bus  

with a whole lot of fun!

ELEMENTARY  
STEM ACADEMY

What is it like to be an 
inventor or engineer?  

Run a business?

That’s what some of our 
elementary school scholars are 
learning in our Summer STEM* 
Academy. This program is 
designed for students in grades 
1–5 with fun, engaging hands-on 
activities such as: 

• Camp Invention: 
SuperChargedTM

• Robotics with Sphero**
• Science of gardening

NEW THIS YEAR!  
SCHOLARS ON STAGE

Lights, camera, action!

THAT INSPIRE BRIGHT FUTURES!

SECONDARY  
STEAM ACADEMY

What kind of careers are out 
there using science, technology, 
engineering, math, and/or arts? 

*STEM is Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.
**Sphero is a round shaped robot used to teach students computer 
science, problem solving, critical thinking, team work and more.
***STEAM is Science, Technology, Engineering and Math  
with an arts emphasis.

FRED #1 LOCATION

10:45 am–11:50 am Camelot Square
12:20 pm–1:25 pm  Club Palisades
1:55 pm–3:00 pm  Crestview  West

FRED #2 LOCATION

10:45 am–11:50 am Kitts Corner
12:20 pm–1:25 pm   Uptown Square
1:55 pm–3:00 pm  Campus View  
    Apartments

FRED #3 LOCATION

10:45 am–11:50 am Enchanted 
    Woods
12:20 pm–1:25 pm Park 16
1:55 pm–3:00 pm  Westway

FRED’S SCHEDULE  
JUNE 24 – AUGUST 1, 2019
MONDAY–THURSDAY

Research shows that students who read 
for one hour a day make almost two 
years of growth in reading. Encourage 
your child to be curious about books, 
practice reading skills and read 30 
minutes a day this summer.

OTHER PROGRAMS
What do I need to know about 
transitioning to middle school?  

High school? 

How can I make up a course?

Middle school and high school  
scholars have multiple opportun-
ities as well. This includes 
transition-inspired programs for 
sixth and ninth grade scholars 
making the move into middle and 
high school, and Credit Recovery 
for grade 9–12 scholars. 

Some of our incoming grade 
7–10 students are learning about 
STEAM***-related careers in 
architecture, engineering, design 
and more. This academy includes 
project-based learning such as 
designing lifesaving technolo-
gies and learning how to pitch the 
design to an investor. Students also 
learn robotics, visual and digital 
arts and cooking. 

While engaged in these fun 
activities, students in both 
academies learn ways to advance 
their reading and writing skills. 

Some of our elementary students 
are participating in a summer arts 
program focused on choir, music, 
theatre and more! Students will 
visit with arts professionals and 
take field trips to learn about:

•  Character development
•  Scenery, props and  

backdrops
•  What makes the curtains  

go up and the lights go on
•  Script writing 
•  Costume design

In the end, students will get the 
opportunity to put on their own 
performance at a senior center.

You can also find  
the FRED Bus at the 
Federal Way Farmer’s 
Market on July 27, 
August 24, and 
September 28,  
2019.

What you’ll find on board are 
books, games, computers, lunch 
and more. 

All kids, birth to 18, are welcome! 

See the schedule below and visit 
our website for more information:  
www.fwps.org/ summerschool

http://www.fwps.org
http://www.fwps.org
http://www.fwps.org/summerschool
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FWPS is committed to having 
policies that support the 

academic success of each of its students. 
Below is a highlight of a new policy and 
recently revised attendance policies. 

Increased student achievement for all 
at core of new policy

Race. Poverty. Zip Code. These and 
other factors should not predict student 
achievement. But in some cases, they do. 

This is called the opportunity gap, also 
known as the achievement gap which 
can be seen locally and across the state 
and country. Gaps like these should not 

exist and like other districts in 
King County, Federal Way Public 
Schools (FWPS) is doing some-
thing about it.

In February 2019, FWPS adopted 
a Race and Equity Policy to address 
gaps that exist for our students. 
This supports our regular prac-
tice of identifying lower rates of 
academic achievement and acting 
upon ways to increase our students’ 
success in school and beyond.

Policies that impact our scholars’ success in school

1,576  
student-scholars 

received diplomas during 
graduation ceremonies  

held June 6–8  
and 19 scholars  

received their certificate 
upon completion of 

the Employment and 
Transition Program 

Celebration on June 13.

D I S T R I C T  C E L E B R A T I O N

• In total, our graduates earned 
$17.42 million in scholarships.

• Nine out of 10 scholars have post-
secondary pursuits.

• Out of the over 1500 graduates, 231 
scholars are the first in their families 
to graduate from high school.

• 25 percent of 2019 graduates are 
also the first in their families to 
attend college.

M O R E  F W P S  G R A D  F A C T S
• Class of 2017-18 FWPS had the 

highest graduation rate in the Road 
Map region which spans seven King 
County, Washington school districts

• 87% of 9th grade scholars for 
2017–18 school year are on track for 
graduation

• 81% of scholars who attended a four-
year post-secondary institution were 
enrolled continuously

Emergency backpacks and newly revamped emergency  
guides for every classroom
If an emergency happens, we are prepared. As part of our 
continued safety improvements, all sites now have emergency 
backpacks and newly revamped emergency guides. 

Some schools already had emergency backpacks, but not all. 
As part of the superintendent’s safety action steps, the district 
invested in additional backpacks to ensure every classroom 
throughout the district has them. The backpacks have many 
essential supplies and are being provided to every classroom.

Additionally, newly 
revamped emergency 
guides are in every 
classroom across the 
district. These guides 
provide simple step-
by-step instructions 
and important phone 
numbers in case 
of an emergency. 
They include robust 
emergency and 
incident response 
plans that reflect the 
partnership with our 
local first responders 
who reviewed safety 
plans and conditions of 
each school.

Many people were involved to create this 
new policy including students, teachers, 
school and central office administra-
tors, school leadership teams, parents 
and community members. 

It’s critical that race, poverty, and other 
factors don’t determine academic out-
comes for students. If every one of our 
students is achieving at high levels, this 
will make a positive and lasting impact 
on our community and the workforce.

Learn more about the Race and Equity 
policy and the board’s resolution to sup-
port it on our website at www.fwps.org. 

FWPS attendance policies updated to 
reflect state law

Developing positive habits around consis-
tent attendance and being on time early 
in your child’s schooling are essential. 
When students aren’t in school, they miss 
out on important learning to help them 
be successful at school. 

In 2018, Washington state made changes 
to school attendance laws, and FWPS 
updated its policies to ref lect these 
changes. Highlights include:

OUR COMMITMENT TO SAFETY
Safety technology tool will help improve safety for scholars

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR  

2019 GRADUATES!

Our staff is already focused on 
next year to ensure your child 
is successful in school. 

The day after school ended over 
300 principals, teachers and support 
staff from all 37 sites gathered for 
the fourth annual Strategic Planning 
Summit. This time is dedicated to 
our strategic plan goals and the 
professional learning necessary for our 
students to learn and grow.

SCHOOL’S OUT
STAFF PREPARATION FOR NEXT 
YEAR HAS ALREADY BEGUN

During the summit, staff set 
aspirational goals for the 2019-20 
school year focused on achieving the 
very best outcomes for scholars. Staff 
worked on lesson planning design 
for all subject areas which means 
higher engagement for students in the 
classroom. Also, staff learned strategies 
to ensure a safe and positive learning 
environment for scholars. These and 
other staff professional development 
opportunities throughout this summer 
align with the district’s focused 
improvements to increase:

• the number of third graders meeting 
or exceeding grade level standards 
in reading; and

• access to rigorous courses to ensure 
success in college, career and 
training. 

As lifelong learners, our staff is 
committed to bringing out the best in 
your child and all children we serve in 
Federal Way Public Schools. 

• Parents/guardians are informed of the 
school district’s attendance policy.

• Conferences are held for elementary 
school students who have excessive 
excused absences.

• Parents/guardians have the option to 
allow their mildly sick secondary stu-
dent to walk home, if advised by a nurse 
or school administrator. 

• In cases of chronic absences, the dis-
trict or school will use best practices 
to work with parents/guardians such 
as staff making a home visit or adjust-
ments to the student’s transportation. 

We know chronic absence contributes 
to decreased academic performance and 
lower rates of high school graduation. 
We need our parents’ and community’s 
support to help encourage attendance 
in school. It’s important for each of our 
scholars to be in school, on time, every 
day. 

For more information about how we 
are working with parents/guardians to 
overcome chronic absenteeism, and other 
changes to our attendance policies 3120-
3124, visit our website at www.fwps.org.

DIS T R IC T  CEL EBR AT ION

Nearly all  
of our scholars are 

contributing to safe 
learning environments. 
93% have had no 

major discipline issues.

In support of our commitment to safe learning environments, 
Federal Way Public Schools is implementing a technology tool 
to more effectively respond to student safety concerns. 

On a 24/7 basis, this tool analyzes and monitors student generated 
content on school-provided email and network drive accounts. It 
identifies and flags inappropriate images or content that might 
signal concern, and searches for key words that apply to instances 

of self-harm, violence towards others, 
bullying, drug use and more. It allows the 
district to take a proactive versus reactive 
approach to monitor and respond 
to student safety concerns. The tool 
notifies designated staff to respond with 
appropriate action and builds upon other 
measures we have in place at each of our 
sites to ensure a safe, productive learning 
environment. 

FWPS has expectations for scholars’ 
responsible use of technology which 
can be found in the Rights and 
Responsibilities handbook, which is 
shared with parents and scholars at the 
start of each school year. 

For more information visit  
www.fwps.org/rightsandresponsibilities

http://www.fwps.org
http://www.fwps.org
http://www.fwps.org/pathways


Liz Amos

Andrew Clark

Pamela Jerome George Larsen

Debra Miller

Kylie Bertram

Tom Decker

Stacy Kidd

Catherine Roller

Brian Brockmueller

Bryan Hamilton

Brad Smith

EDUCATORS RECEIVE 
“BECAUSE OF YOU” AWARD  
AT BOARD MEETINGS 

Educators do extraordinary 
things for our scholars and 
schools each day. To recognize 

these difference-makers, scholars 
nominate Federal Way Public School 
staff for the “Because of You” award 
who have had a positive influence 
and impact on scholars, their school, 
or their community. Nominations 
are reviewed and selected by the 
Superintendent’s Scholar Advisory 
team, and each month staff members 
are honored at  
a board 
meeting. 

Check 
out the 
educators 
who recently 
received the 
“Because of 
You” award! For 
information about how  
each of these educators is making 
a difference, visit www.fwps.org/
becauseofyou.

BE
CA

USE OF 

OU

World Vision
World Vision made a contribution of 15 smart 
monitors and five pallets of school supply kits 
to the district. This technology helps prepare 
our scholars for 21st century jobs. World Vision 
also donated backpacks filled with supplies for 
every new teacher at the district’s inaugural New 
Teacher Breakfast in fall 2018. 
Pictured left to right: Kilo Middle School  
scholar Ashley Cundiff, Quincy Walker and  
Supt. Dr. Tammy Campbell 

FWPS district honorees
• Bridging A Gap (BAG) Program
• Federal Way Lions Club
• Rotary Club of Federal Way
• World Vision 

Elementary school honorees
• Adelaide Elementary School: Carrie Yang
• Brigadoon Elementary School: Brianna Jacobs
• Camelot Elementary School: Pam Kocha
• Enterprise Elementary School: Robert Lund
• Green Gables Elementary School:  

Northwest Foursquare Church
• Lake Dolloff Elementary School: Aleta and Ace Perkins, 

Federal Way United Methodist Church
• Lake Grove Elementary School: Edie Hitchcock, 

 Good Shepard Episcopal Church
• Lakeland Elementary School: Pat Campbell 
• Mark Twain Elementary School: Ailini Tuuholoaki
• Meredith Hill Elementary School: Fozzie Bear
• Mirror Lake Elementary School: Pastor Dan Weber
• Nautilus K–8: Toni Kelly
• Olympic View Elementary School: Smile Partners 
• Panther Lake Elementary School: Miles Tolentino
• Rainier View Elementary School: Leann Royse
• Sherwood Forest Elementary School:  

Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
• Silver Lake Elementary School: Pua Cain, King County 

Department of Information Technology
• Star Lake Elementary School: Mike Saroca
• Sunnycrest Elementary School: Natalie Glenn
• Twin Lakes Elementary School: Sarah Zimny,   

Big 5 Sporting Goods
• Valhalla Elementary School:  

Paul and Claudette Cooper
• Wildwood Elementary School: Doug Dibley,  

Watch D.O.G.S.
• Woodmont K–8: Lily Mancera-Mendoza

Secondary school honorees
• Illahee Middle School: Brooklake Church
• Kilo Middle School: Krystal Akin, KFM Counseling
• Lakota Middle School: Dominique Davis and  

Dion Schell, Community Passageways and Gradtechs
• Sacajawea Middle School: Derek Smith
• Sequoyah Middle School: Eric Parchen
• Totem Middle School: Jane Hershman,  

St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
• Decatur High School: Rasheda Hatchett
• Employment and Transition Program:  

Family Life Community Church
• Federal Way High School: Joann Chong
• Federal Way Public Academy: Michelle DeLorme
• TAF@Saghalie: Barbara Mitchell
• Thomas Jefferson High School: Youth Pastor Franklin 

Dailey, Overcomer Covenant Church
• Todd Beamer High School: Dr. Natalie Ellington, 

 Eileen and Callie’s Place
• Truman Campus:
• Career Academy: Monica Davis,  

Federal Way Boys and Girls Teen Center
• Federal Way Open Doors: Eddie Howard,  

Progress Pushers/Credible Messengers
• Internet Academy: Diane Carney, Seattle Sounders FC

BAG Program
The Bridging A Gap Program provides food 
to students in the district who might not 
otherwise have a reliable source of nutrition. 
Since its inception the program has provided 
approximately 14,809 backpacks, or 59,236 
meals. The program currently serves 222 
students and continues to grow. 
Pictured left to right: Kilo Middle School scholar 
Ashley Cundiff,  Valerie Danforth and  
Supt. Dr. Tammy Campbell

Rotary Club of Federal Way
The Rotary Club of Federal Way has been a 
strong partner since its inception in 1969. This 
year the club raised $21,650 for the Bridging 
A Gap program that provides meals to FWPS 
students in need. The club also awarded a total 
of $25,000 to 23 FWPS scholars. 
Pictured left to right:  Kilo Middle School  
scholar Ashley Cundiff, Dale Peterson and  
Supt. Dr. Tammy Campbell

Federal Way Lions Club
The Federal Way Lions Club consistently shows 
its commitment to student achievement. 
Each June, the Lions Club hosts the All District 
Middle School Track Meet where over 300 
scholars participate. Each year the club awards 
scholarships to high school seniors in support 
of their post-secondary pursuits. This year 10 
scholars received awards totaling $9,500. 
Pictured left to right: Kilo Middle School  
scholar Ashley Cundiff, Bob Darrington and 
Supt. Dr. Tammy Campbell

On Saturday,  

May 18, 2019  

the district hosted 

its fourth annual 

Heroes Banquet  

to celebrate 

community members 

for the invaluable 

difference they 

make for scholars. 

The Heroes Banquet 

honors individuals 

and organizations 

who demonstrate 

commitment to 

student achievement, 

provide acts of 

service, give 

support to children 

and families or 

contribute to the 

school community. 

Over 120 community 

members, FWPS 

board members, 

principals, 

administrators, 

students and parents 

attended the event 

held at Todd Beamer 

High School. 

S C H O O L S  C A N ’ T  D O  I T  A L O N E

38  
district educators  

have been recognized  
so far for the 

 Because of You award  
for the 2018–19  

school year.

DIS T R IC T  CEL EBR AT ION
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Attendees cheered as 
Decatur High School 
scholar Trenton Walker 
performed the classic 
song, Nothing Can Change 
this Love by Sam Cooke.

Amy Ojeaburu from  
Federal Way Public Academy 

delivered a moving speech  
about the power each person’s 

actions have. Amy shared,  
“We forget that each  
of us has the power  

to be someone else’s sun.”

The Sequoyah Middle School Jazz Ensemble 
performed big band style music Meetin’ Time by 
Benny Carter and Shiny Stockings by Greg 
Yasinitsky.

http://www.fwps.org/becauseofyou
http://www.fwps.org/becauseofyou
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Are you interested in receiving bond project 
updates via email? Send us an email at comments@
fwps.org with your name and contact information, 
as well as which school(s) you are interested in, and 
we will add you to our email list.

CONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN AT MIRROR LAKE,  
LAKE GROVE AND WILDWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS!
Thank you to all who celebrated with us during Groundbreaking 
Week. It was a great time and marked the start of a new chapter 
with brand-new buildings that promise to be a great improvement, 
with more room, improved security, greater functionality, and 
increased flexibility moving forward. Learn more about these new 
schools, including what to expect during construction, at www.
fwps.org/bondnews.

SUMMER WORK AT THOMAS JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL
You may notice some work happening at Thomas Jefferson High 
School this summer. Crews are on site preparing for construction 
to begin this winter, including relocating portables and the weight 
room and modifying the parking lot to accommodate the construc-
tion area. Parking will be limited during this time and throughout 
construction. For more information visit www.fwps.org/bondnews.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE FORMER DEVRY BUILDING?
In early 2018, during the early design phase for Mirror Lake, 
Lake Grove, and Wildwood Elementary, it was determined there 
was a need to provide temporary housing for Lake Grove and  
Wildwood. In early 2019, after exploring many options, FWPS 
purchased this building and is renovating the building to support 
two elementary schools. Voter-approved bond funds were not used 
for the purchase or renovation of this building. School Construction 
Assistance Program funding will be used to pay for the acquisition 
of the land and building, and the cost of renovations is covered by 
a state grant to reduce K–3 class size.

This was the most cost-effective solution for temporary housing 
for Lake Grove and Wildwood and supports the short-term need 
for temporary housing, while also providing additional permanent 
K–3 classrooms. It will also serve as the temporary home for Star 
Lake Elementary while the new school is under construction. 
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The Scholar Chronicle is published periodically throughout the year by Federal Way Public Schools. 
Write us at 33330 8th Avenue South, Federal Way WA 98003, or call 253-945-2000. Visit our web site 
at www.fwps.org.  Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/fwps210 Twitter: @fwps210

FW School District #210
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools does not 
discriminate in any programs or activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin 
or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, 
sexual orientation, gender expression 
or identity, age, marital or family status, 
veteran or military status; disability, or 
the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal. The District provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. For more 
information: www.fwps.org

Mirror Lake Elementary School, June 11, 2019

Lake Grove Elementary School, June 12, 2019

Wildwood Elementary School, June 10, 2019
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN Federal Way Public Schools SUMMER 2019

LEGISLATURE STILL HAS  
MORE WORK TO DO ON  
SCHOOL FUNDING
By Sally McLean,  
Chief Finance and Operations Officer 

The legislative session has ended, and 
significant state funding inequities 
for Federal Way Public Schools (FWPS) 

remain. These impacts are tied to property 
values and result in our district receiving less 
money than other districts in the area.

Although there was increased K–12 monies 
in the area of special education funding, this 
change only results in a small increase for FWPS, 
and the district will need to make targeted 
budget reductions over the next two years.  

Another outcome of the legislative session was 
lifting the amount local school districts could 
collect for levy dollars, above the current cap of 
$1.50 per thousand. The FWPS Board of Directors 
and Superintendent Dr. Tammy Campbell have 
no interest in asking the local taxpayers for more 
money beyond what the voters authorized for 
2019–2022. The district will operate within the 
allocated budget and continue to advocate for a 
legislative platform to fix the funding inequities 
for FWPS.

FWPS has a long track record of fiscal respons-
ibility and will continue to invest taxpayer 
dollars where it matters the most—in our 
classrooms and in our schools. This includes 
competitive staff compensation to attract and 
retain the best and the brightest to serve our 
children. The district will continue to invest in its 
strategic plan goals and commits to providing 
a high-quality education for each of the 23,000 
scholars we serve.

The FWPS Board and Superintendent Campbell 
invite you to reach out to state legislators to 
address the funding gap that uniquely impacts 
Federal Way Public Schools. If you would like 
to learn more about school funding impacts, 
contact 253-945-2264 or comments@fwps.org. 

Groundbreaking Week

mailto:comments@fwps.org
mailto:comments@fwps.org
http://www.fwps.org/bondnews
http://www.fwps.org/bondnews
http://www.fwps.org/bondnews
http://www.facebook.com/fwps210
http://www.fwps.org
mailto:comments@fwps.org

